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1. DRAWING ON THE INFORMATION AND INSTRUCTIONS CONTAINED 
REFTEL, I SPOKE TO FOREIGN MINISTER BITSIOS TODAY ABOUT THE 
GREEK AMBASSADOR'S PUBLIC STATEMENT EARLIER THIS WEEK IN 
WASHINGTON ON TURKISH AID. I ASKED BITSIOS IF HE HAD RECEIVED A RE- 
PORT OF AMB ALEXANDRAKIS' MEETING WITH UNDER SECRETARY 

SISCO ON THIS SUBJECT, AND HE SAID HE HAD. I TOLD BITSIOS 
THAT SUCH A PUBLIC STATEMENT BY THE GREEK EMBASSY IN 
WASHINGTON AT THIS DELICATE AND EXTREMELY 
SINSITIVE MOMENT SIMPLY COULD NOT BE UNDERSTOOD BY THE USG. 
VOLUNTEERED AND PUBLICIZED AS IT WAS JUST ON THE EVE OF AN 
IMPORTANT VOTE IN OUR HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, IT COULD NOT 
BUT BE REGARDED BY THE USG AS AN IMPROPER INTERFERENCE IN US 
DOMESTIC AFFAIRS. I SAID THAT I HAD BEEN INSTRUCTED TO 
MAKE THIS POINT TO HIM IMMEDIATELY AND TO LET HIM AND THE 
GOG KNOW THAT WE VIEWED THIS AS A MOST SERIOUS MATTER. 

2. BITSIOS LISTENED TO ME ATTENTIVELY, NON-COMMITTALLY, 

AND COLDLY. HE SEEMED TO MAKE CAREFUL MENTAL NOTE OF THE 
WORDS AND PHRASES I WAS USING TO EXPRESS OUR VIEW OF THIS 
MATTER. AT ONE POINT HE APPEARED TO BEGIN SOME KIND OF 
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RESPONSE, AS AN EXPLANATION OF WHAT HAD HAPPENED. HE STARTED 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 

TO SAY OR IMPLY THAT ANY AUTHORIZATION GIVEN TO ALEXANDRAKIS 
TO MAKE SUCH A STATEMENT "ANTEDATED” MY EARLIER AND CATE- 
GORICAL ASSURANCES TO HIM THAT NEITHER UNDER SECRETARY SISCO 
NOR ANY OTHER "US OFFICIAL" HAD ENDEAVORED IN ANY WAY TO 
SPEAK FOR THE GREEK GOVT ON THIS SUBJECT (STATE 164680 
AND ATHENS 5231). HOWEVER, HE SEEMED TO THINK THE 
BETTER OF IT AND AFTER ALLOWING ME TO FINISH SPEAKING MY 
PIECE, INDICATED HE HAD NOTHING FURTHER TO SAY ON THE 
SUBJECT. IT WAS A SHORT AND STIFF 
CONVERSATION BUT HE GOT THE MESSAGE. 

KUBISCH 
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